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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

(
Regulations: Thirty-three state legislatures have called for the nation’s hospitals to make their prices transparent through the publication of charges? For example, the average charge for a hip, knee or ankle replacement is $38,443, while a heart valve operation is $124,561. Such trends demonstrate advancing industry competition and patient empowerment thru P4P initiatives, Evidence Based Medicine, and Consumer Directed Healthcare, etc. 
(   Compliance: We also note that Congress just delayed implementation for six months of a recently passed prescription pad law requiring physicians and pharmacists to start using either electronic prescriptions or tamper-resistant prescription pads for their Medicaid patients. SB 1701 is part of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007. 
DID YOU KNOW?
The nation's top privacy advisory committee is recommending that the business associate (BA) compliance provision of HIPAA be discarded, and that all entities handling protected health information (PHI) be treated equally under a federal privacy rule or law, be it HIPAA or something new. If adopted, this could wreak economic and operational havoc on the health care industry, while providing extra privacy protection for consumers.

The effect of making everyone from an athletic trainer - to medical records vendor - to every provider who bills on paper comply with federal privacy regulations boggles the mind. And, with the present manpower workload, it is difficult to imagine that the beleaguered Health and Human Services Office for Civil Rights could police these entities.

Regardless, the National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics (NCVHS) feels strongly enough to have formally made its sweeping recommendation to expand entities covered by a federal privacy mandate in a recent letter sent to HHS Secretary Michael O. Leavitt. HHS has not yet publicly responded to the recommendation but is expected to do so shortly. 
The authors of our extensive chapter update on “Research and Financial Benchmarking in the Healthcare Industry” are Robert James Cimasi, MHA, ASA, AVA, CMP™, Todd A. Zigrang, MBA, MHA, CHE and new contributing expert Anne P. Sharamitaro, Esq., of Health Capital Consultants, LLC, in St. Louis, MO.
The chapter “Improving Operations Management to Achieve Strategic Hospital Objectives” by Gregory O. Ginn; PhD, MBA, CPA, M.Ed, CMP™ (Hon) from the Department of Health Care Administration and Policy at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, has also been revised with important competitive updates.
Thus, we hope you will find this publication an invaluable resource tool to creating financial success for your own medical practice, clinic, hospital or healthcare organization.
Subscribe today … Succeed tomorrow!
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